264    <>A'A7/V  ./.\7>   tt UtLY HISTORY  OF  THE  .SYi

came the dominant factor in Balkan politics and
enjoyed an influence such as she has never possessed
either before or since. The events of the long reign
of Stephen VI. lecl up to the culmination of Servia's
power under the greatest of all her monarchs, Stephen
Dusan.

The first gains of Servia were made at the expense
of the  Greek   Empire, which the  Serbs  were  now
strong enough to despise.    During the war between
the Emperor Michael Paleologus and the Bulgarians
in 1278, the Byzantine troops violated the territory of
the Servian monarch.    Stephen VI. was not the man
to suffer such an insult without a protest, and when
he found that his protests were unavailing he sent an
arm)r to protect his frontiers.    The Greek Emperor
swore that lie would " sweep him off the face of the
earth," and as soon as he had made peace with the
Bulgarians, set out in   i2cS2 to carry out his vow of
vengeance.     His  sister  had   been   affianced   at   his
desire to the Servian king, at a time when he was not
yet on the throne.    But the Ityzantine princess, ac-
customed to the luxury of Constantinople, took such
a dislike to the monotony and simplicity of life at the
Servian Court of Pristina, that she refused to marry
its future master.  The Emperor laid the whole blame
of his sister's refusal upon Stephen,  who, however,
was a Lothario  rather than an  ascetic.    The tales
which are told of his private life certainly do  not
accord  with  the  patriarchal manners and  primitive
virtues which usually prevailed in the Royal family of
mediaeval Servia.    But, whatever were the motives of
the Greek Emperor, he was destined to fail in his